Living Hope – Equipping Track

Introducing the Bible

The Bible

The Bible consists of 66 separate ‘books’, 39 in the Old Testament (the Jewish Scriptures) and 27 in the New Testament (Jesus and the beginnings of the church). The Bible is also called ‘Scripture’ or ‘the Word of God’. The Old Testament is sometimes called ‘the Law’ or ‘the Law and the Prophets’.

These 66 books were written by over 40 different authors from very different backgrounds over a period of about 1500 years. Yet they are joined together by one common theme: The relationship between Creator God and mankind, and the restoring of that relationship.

The purpose of the Bible is clear: God ‘speaks’ to us through every page, revealing to us what He Himself is like, and what He wants with us.

Bible Versions

Originally written in Hebrew (Old Testament) and Greek (New Testament), new English translations are constantly being made. Here are some of the best:

· New International Version (NIV)
Accurate and readable

· Contemporary English Version (CEV)
Clear, modern style

· New Living Translation (NLT)
A little easier to read

· New King James Version (NKJV)
Update of classic Authorised Version

· New Century Version (NCV)
For young people

· The Message (TM)
Youth Bible, no reference numbers

New versions of the Bible are always being produced; to see the very latest available see www.wesleyowen.com.

Bible Sections

The Bible can be split into different sections based on the type of ‘book’. See the contents page of your Bible for more details.

Old Testament
New Testament
Genesis – Esther:
History
Matthew – Acts:
History

Job – Song of Songs:
Wisdom
Romans – Jude:
Letters

Isaiah – Malachi:
Prophets
Revelation:
Prophecy

How to Use Bible References

The chapter and verse numbers in the Bible are not part of the original writing, but were added later to make it easy to refer to. Each book is divided into chapters (large numbers) and verses (small numbers). A typical Bible reference is written like this:

Isaiah 53:6

This means, the book of Isaiah, chapter 53, verse 6.

Other examples:

Psalm 8
The whole of Psalm 8 (verses 1-9)

John 3:16
John’s Gospel, chapter 3, verse 16

1 John 1:9
The first letter of John, chapter 1, verse 9

2 Corinthians 4:16-18
The second letter to the Corinthians, chapter 4, verses 16-18

God’s Book

Matthew 4:4
“…’Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”

2 Timothy 3:16-17
“All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

1 Peter 1:24-25
“For, ‘All men are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord stands forever.’”

Hebrews 4:12
“For the word of God is living and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.”

Mark 13:31
“Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.”
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